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Notification of Reasons for Refusal 

October 23, 2007 

Application Number: Japanese Patent Application No. 2006-5 19466 
Drafting Date: October 19, 2007 
Patent Office Examiner: Nobuyuki Ishida 9469 5S00 
Representative: Shiro Nakajima 

Applied Article: the body of Article 29; Article 29, paragraph 2; Article 36 

The above-identified application is rejected for the reason(s) given below. The 
applicant may respond to this office action within 60 days of the mailing date of this 
Office Action. 

Bases for Reiection 

1 . As to the invention of the following claims of the present application, one 
of ordinary skill in the art could have readily realized it before the time of the 
invention, based on inventions described in the following publications which were 
distributed in Japan or the other coimtries or inventions publicly available through 
electric commvmication lines before the date of the application of the invention. As a 
result, the invention is not patentable under the provision of Japanese Patent Act 
Article 29, paragraph 2. 

2. The invention of the flowing claims of the present application is not 
patentable since it does not meet the requirements stated in the body of Article 29, 
paragraph 1 for the following reasons. 

3. As to the present application, the claims do not meet the requirements 
stated in Article 36(6)(2) for the following reasons. 

Details 

(regarding cited reference(s), see the list of the cited references) 
• Basis 1 
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• Claim 11 

• Reference 1-3 
[Remarks] 

Reference 1 (see Claims; page 2, left lower colimin, line 12 - page 3, right 
upper column, line 9), Reference 2 (FIGs. 1^8), and Reference 3 (FIGs. 1-4, 1 1 and 12) 
describe an information recording method for generating a plurality of record digest 
values (individual MACs, compressed text H(i), digests) generated from a plurality of 
data blocks (blocks, divided messages, digital documents) constituting a digital work 
(messages, files, a plurality of digital documents) and record signature data (global 
MAC, verification data H, integrated digest) generated based on some or all of the 
plurality of record digest values. 

• Basis 2 
[Remarks] 

(A) The invention of Claim 1 1 is only characterized by (i) a plurality of 
record digest values generated from a plurality of data blocks and (ii) record signature 
data generated based on some or all of the plurality of record digest values, both of 
which are to be recorded on a recording medium. This is merely presentation of 
information and caimot be considered as technical means utilizing natural laws, and 
accordingly does not meet the requirements stated in the body of Article 29, paragraph 
1. . 

(B) The invention stated in Claims does not specify hardware resources of the 
data processing apparatus to be used to perform information processing in the 
following respects. Accordingly, it does not use technical means utilizing natural laws, 
and thus does not meet the requirements stated in the body of Article 29, paragraph 1 . 

(1) The description of Claim 13 "a using step of using the digital work 
recorded on the recording medium; a selecting step of randomly selecting a 
predetermined number of data blocks from the plurality of data blocks, , and a 
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use controlling step of stopping the use of the digital work when the resvilt of the 
verification is judged not valid" does not specify which hardware resources of the data 
processing apparatus to be used to 1) use the digital work recorded on the recording 
medium; 2) select the predetermined number of data blocks; 3) calculate a calculation 
digest values with respect to each of the selected data blocks; 4) read remaining record 
digest values, each of which corresponds to one of the unselected data blocks; and 5) 
verify whether the digital work recorded on the recording medium is valid. 
Accordingly, it is not considered that the invention is realized concretely using 
hardware resources. 

(Consider, for example, describing clearly the use of hardware resources of 
the data processing apparatus, such as a using unit, a selecting unit, a calculating vmit, 
a reading unit, a signature verifying unit and a use controlling xmit. The same goes for 
(2) and the subsequent sections.) 

(2) The description of Claim 14 "a using step of using the digital work 
recorded on the recording medium; a selecting step of randomly selecting a 

predetermined number of data blocks from the plurality of data blocks, , and a 

use controlling step of stopping the use of the digital work when the result of the 
verification is judged not valid" does not specify which hardware resovirces of the data 
processing apparatus to be used to 1) use the digital work recorded on the recording 
medium; 2) select the predetermined number of data blocks; 3) calculate a calculation 
digest values with respect to each of the selected data blocks; 4) read remaining record 
digest values, each of which corresponds to one of the imselected data blocks; and 5) 
verify whether the digital work recorded on the recording medium is valid. 
Accordingly, it is not considered that the invention is realized concretely using 
hardware resources. 

Basis 3 
[Remarks] 

Each component or the relationsMp between each component of the invention 
described in Claims is not clear in the following respects. 
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(1) Regarding the description " a using unit (using step) operable to use the 
digital work recorded on the recording medium'' of Claims 1,13 and 14^ it is not clear 
what "to use the digital work" concretely means. 

(2) Regarding the description "a signature verifying unit operable to verify 
whether the digital work is valid by using the record signature data, the calculation 
digest values, and the remaining record digest values" of Claim 1, it is not clear how to 
use the record signature data, calculation digest values and remaining digest values in 
order to verify whether the digital work recorded on the recording medium is valid. 

(3) Regarding the description "the signature verifying unit verifies validity of 
the digital work by calculating one or more secondary calculation digest values based 
on the calculation digest values and the remaining record digest values, and 
performing a digital signature verification with use of the record signature data, the 
plurality of secondary record digest values, and the secondary calculation digest 
values" of Claim 2, 

it is not clear 

1) how the signature verifying unit obtains the "secondary calcvdation digest 
values" from the recording medium; and 

2) how the record signature data, the secondary record digest values and 
secondary calculation digest values are used to perform the digital signature 
verification. 

(4) Regarding the description "using imit operable to use the digital work" of 
Claim 8 and the description "using xmit operable to use the digital work recorded on 
the recording medium" of Claim 1, the relationship of these two is not clear. 

(5) Regarding the "data processing program" and the "control program" of 
Claim 15, the relationship of these two is not clear. 
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(6) Regarding the "data processing program" and the "control program" of 
Claim 16, the relationship of these two is not clear. 

(7) Regarding the description "the data processing program to be transmitted 
and received via telecommunications" of Claim 16, it is not clear that from which 
apparatus to which apparatus the data processing program is transmitted and received 
via telecommunications. 

<Claims in which no bases for rejection are found> 

As to the invention related to Claims 3-7, 9, 10 and 12, no bases for rejection 
are found at this time. If a basis for rejection is newly found, an office action will be 
issued. 
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